Opinions of Johnson.
of other people. " While they confine their benevolence, in a n ner, exclusively to those of their own country, they expect to si in the good offices of other people. Now, (said Johnson,) tlais p ciple is either right or wrong; if right, we should do well to imi such conduct; if wrong, we cannot too much detest it1."
' Being solicited to compose a funeral sermon for the claug! of a tradesman, he naturally enquired into the character of deceased ; and being told she was remarkable for her hxamility condescension to inferiours, he observed, that those were i laudable qualities, but it might not be so easy to discover "who lady's inferiours were.
'Of a certain player2 he remarked, that his conversation, xisu threatened and announced more than it performed; tn.a.t he you with a continual renovation of hope, to end in a constant : cession of disappointment.
'When exasperated by contradiction, he was apt to treat his ponents with too much acrimony : as, " Sir, you don't see your ' through that question :" — " Sir, you talk the language of igiioram On my observing to him that a certain gentleman had remai silent the whole evening, in the midst of a very brilliant a,ncl lear society, "Sir, (said he,) the conversation overflowed, anci clrow him."
' His philosophy, though austere and solemn, was by no me morose and cynical, and never blunted the laudable sen.sit>ilitie his character, or exempted him from the influence of tlae ten passions. Want of tenderness, he always alleclged, wn,s \vanl parts, and was no less a proof of stupidity than depravity.
' Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who published An Eight Days-* yow from London to Portsmouth, "Jonas, (said he,) acquired some re tation by travelling abroad s, but lost it all by travelling a.t liom<
'Of the passion of love he remarked, that its violence anc effects were much exaggerated; for who knows any real svifferi on that head, more than from the exorbitancy of any other passii
1 St&post, just before Feb. 18, 1775.
8 'Of Sheridan's writings on elocution, Johnson said, they \vei continual renovation of hope, and an unvaried succession of dk pointments.' Johnson's Works (1787), xi. 197. See^j/, May 17,1;
3  In 1753, Jonas Hanway published his Travels to Perszez.
4  'Though his journey was completed in eight days he g-ave a lation of it in two octavo volumes.'    Hawkins's Johnson, p. 352. ante, i. 362.ourt that for six months before his jsujrrb^r Ijr wrnt - mass. But the law requires that he should be a year mill j» duy of .e same religion.' Burke wrote in 1792: 'The Castle |thr K»vrtn-ent in Dublin] considers the out-lawry (or what at least n««»k r.u such) of the great mass of the people att an uiudu«ral»lr m.uim m e government of Ireland.' HUrfa's Corns. Hi. yH. Stu- AM/ »» »r , id May 7, 1773, and Oct. 12,1779.                      '                            *'ds (Amr. p. 58), that she 'forced Johnson one day in a similar humour (to that in which he had praised C'ougreve| to
